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(54) FLUORESCENT LAMP 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a fluorescent lamp which is small 
in temperature dependency, low in starting voltage to 
obtain a stable discharge, high in luminous efficiency, 
long in service life, and particularly suitable as a reading 
light source for a color-image scanner. 
CONSTITUTION: A phosphor 6 is coated on the inner 
surface of a bulb 1 10mm or less in inner diameter, and 
an electrode 2 covered by a bottomed cylindrical sleeve 
21 and composed of a pair of filaments 22 is disposed 
near each end of the bulb in a manner that both the 
electrodes are opposed to each other. A noble gas is 
sealed into the bulb, which noble gas is composed of 
xenon and argon gases. In this fluorescent lamp, mixing 
proportion of xenon in the noble gas is made 3 to 50%, 
the total seal pressure of the noble gas is made 30 to 
150Torr, and mercurry is simultaneously sealed to an 
extent that the component pressure of xenon at the 
time of lighting is made 100 times or more as high as the 
vapor pressure of mercurry. 
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